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MINUTES 

 
 
Present: The Mayor of Solihull Council Cllr Meeson and Councillors: M Allen, 

K Allsopp, K Blunt, M Brain, J Burn, J Butler, S Caudwell, Y Clements, 
D Cole, I Courts, S Davis, T Dicicco, D Gibbin, M Gough, K Grinsell, 
R Grinsell, B Groom, J Hamilton, K Hawkins, A Hodgson, T Hodgson, 
P Hogarth MBE, Mrs D Holl-Allen MBE, R Holt, D Howell, R Long, 
A Mackenzie, A Mackiewicz, L McCarthy, M McCarthy, M McLoughlin,  
N Moses, J O'Nyons, M Parker, D Pinwell, W Qais, A Rebeiro, A Rolf, 
J Ryan, A Sandison, R Sexton, S Sheshabhatter, R Sleigh OBE, K Thomas, 
P Thomas, J Tildesley and M Wilson 
 

  
  
  

 

1. APOLOGIES.  
 
Apologies were received from Councillor Macnaughton and Councillor Ashraf.  
 

2. PRAYERS  
 
The Mayor’s Chaplain in conducting prayers referenced the recent deaths of David 
Bradnock the former serving HM Deputy Lieutenant and former Cllrs John Braham, 
Honorary Alderman Norman Davies and Michael Sheridan. 
 
The Chaplain then lead prayers for Arthur Labinjo-Hughes and Council held a 
minute’s silence in the memory of Arthur. 
 

3. STATEMENT FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
 
The Chief Executive advised Council of several reviews and investigations which 
would be taking place in the next few months in light of the tragic murder of Arthur 
Labinjo-Hughes.  
 

4. COUNCIL MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th October 2021 were presented for approval. 
 

RESOLVED 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th October 2021 were approved. 

 

5. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY OR CONFLICTING INTERESTS FROM 
MEMBERS  
 
Councillor Mackiewicz made a declaration of interest as a Director of AMPA 
Associates Ltd which provided contracts procured by Solihull Council. 
 

6. PETITIONS  
 
The following petitions were submitted: 
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 Councillor Sheshabhatter submitted a petition on behalf of residents to oppose 
the plans to build houses on the Simon Digby site. 
 

 Councillor Sheshabhatter presented a petition on behalf of a local resident to 
request Solihull Council consider the possibility of the creation of a BMX track 
in Chelmsley Wood. 

 

 Councillor O’Nyons submitted a petition on behalf of Lyndon residents to ask 
Solihull Council to investigate and implement traffic calming measures on 
Daylesford Road. 

 

 Councillor Cole submitted a petition on behalf of residents of Cooks Lane, 
Kingshurst, to request Solihull Council enter a meaningful discussion with West 
Midlands Police to enforce the 7.5 tonne weight restriction on Cooks Lane. 

 

 Councillor Brain submitted a petition on behalf of residents from Kingshurst and 
Fordbridge for assistance to keep the hairdresser open during Kingshurst 
regeneration. 

 

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Mayor made the following announcements: 
 

 Councillors were invited to make a Christmas donation, as corporate parents, 
for looked after children and care leavers within the Borough. 
 

 Solihull talking newspaper for the blind had received the Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Services at an event the Mayor had been able to attend. 

 

 The Mayor had attended a number of events which included the switch on of 
Diwali lights, Christmas lights and a Menorah. 

 

 The Mayor’s Christmas cards were designed by Art at the Heart which was a 
charity which supported young people to access art. Two young people had 
created the cards which the Mayor would use. 

 
The Leader expressed his shock and sadness at the news of the death of Arthur 
Labinjo-Hughes. The Leader welcomed the recent announcements into the reviews 
into how this could have occurred within the Borough. The Leader also requested an 
independent verification of Solihull Council’s involvement with Arthur’s life.  
 
The Cabinet Member for Children, Education and Skills conveyed his anger and 
heartbreak at the death of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes and reaffirmed that he would support 
the subsequent investigations. The Cabinet Member highlighted that staff within 
Solihull Council were devastated by Arthur’s death, as they had a passion to support 
and protect young people and their families. 
 

8. QUESTIONS AND DEPUTATIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER 9 AND 12  
 
No questions or deputations were received. 
 

9. QUESTIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER 8  
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Cllr Howell to Cllr Rolf Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Stronger and Safer Communities 
 
Like many Wards, Meriden has a large number of active litter picking volunteers who 
go out on a very regular basis.  How will the Council’s new Environmental Crime 
Strategy help to maintain the enthusiasm of these volunteers and achieve the right 
balance of proactive activity & enforcement action, to achieve a reduction in litter in our 
Borough?  
 
In response the Cabinet Member laid out the ongoing Love Solihull support for 
Meriden Ward that will continue to be provided as before and then explained how the 
work delivered through the strategy would dovetail with this valuable effort:- 

 
•  All registered litter pickers are provided with health and safety guidance 

and offered a set of litter picking equipment – registration and information 
available on Council website - we also act as a point of contact for 
assisting with any issues / concerns they encounter while litter picking, not 
all of which can be directed to Connect. 

 
•  Organise collection of full Love Solihull bags – currently supported by 

Amey. 
 
•  Equipment provided to Meriden PC litter picking group. 
 
•  Supported ‘Keep Meriden Tidy’ event, across Meriden constituency, 

organised by Saqib Bhatti MP – 3rd-4th July. 
 
•  Provision of equipment where needed. 
 
•  Organise collection of full bags. 
 
•  Promoted GB Spring Clean 2021 – Keep Britain Tidy campaign to all litter 

picking groups – in Meriden Ward we supported Berkswell PC with their 
GB Spring Clean – equipment, bag collection, supporting documents to 
assist safe delivery. 

 
•  Shortly we will be providing group leaders with signage supplied by Keep 

Britain Tidy to– ‘This area was cleaned by local volunteers’ – to raise 
awareness of the work of volunteers. 

 
•  Balsall Common litter picking group – working with BC group leader to 

develop plan for promoting positive behaviours around the issue of litter. 
 
•  Met with members of group as well as ward Councillors and Saqib Bhatti 

MP to discuss potential interventions from a Love Solihull perspective 
(education and community support). 

 
•  Engaged with local schools to support Balsall Common litter picking group, 

including Balsall Common Primary School. 
 
•  Workshop with School Eco-Council: 17 November. 
 
•  Community litter pick with Love Solihull and Rachel (BC litter pickers): 

Friday 10th December. 
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•  Radio podcast with Love Solihull and Rachel: Friday 14 January. 
 
•  BC Primary are already signed up to the 2022 Spring Clean campaign. 
 

The Environmental Enforcement Strategy is designed to complement the work that 
volunteers in Meriden and throughout the borough carry out to ensure that Solihull is 
kept clean of litter as well as supporting the work of Love Solihull. 

 
The strategy lays out a course of action, as well as a regular programme of reporting of 
activities and figures to address the enforcement of legislation to address littering, dog 
fouling and fly tipping. 
 
In a supplementary question Cllr Howell wanted confirmation that the Council had a 
robust approach to enforcement action, so persistent offenders could be prosecuted. 
 
The Cabinet Member recognised that with regard to the issue of fly tipping as an 
example there is a limit to what volunteers can achieve; some is even carried out by 
organised crime. Fly-tipping is dismaying, and it is important that the volunteers as well 
as the public more generally, know that the Council is doing all it can to address fly 
tipping. For instance, serving fixed penalty notices on fly tippers when we have 
evidence, but also explaining when we are unable to take action because the evidence 
is not good enough. Officers will also be happy to talk to groups about the details of 
cases (once they have been concluded) should the groups wish it. 

 
The delivery of the strategy also creates a positive and supportive environment for all. 
It helps develop relationships and builds up confidence, so that all of us involved in 
addressing environmental quality feel that we are working in a partnership and support 
each other. 

 
The Cabinet Member provided a number of examples of the sort of work that that has 
been carried out. 
 
Cllr Howell asked how would success be measured, regarding the new strategy, and 
how would this be communicated to the public. The Cabinet Member confirmed that 
performance would be measured against the action plan and reported quarterly 
through the Council’s management system. The Cabinet Member also advised that 
that the Crime Strategy was still open for consultation and encouraged the public to 
take a look. 
 
Cllr Allen to Cllr Holt Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Children, Education and Skills 

The Children’s Services Education and Skills Scrutiny Board were recently offered an 
information session from Solihull Parent Carer Voice on understanding the many and 
various types of Special Educational Needs. 
 
Autism is of course one of them and we all know how important it is to get an early 
assessment and diagnosis. We were told that the process often relies on schools 
spotting that a child has differences, understanding what these may be and making a 
referral to specialist services. In Solihull, once the school has recognised the signs of 
autism, they then have to put in 6 months of support at school before they can make a 
referral. The waiting list for assessments is currently 87 weeks whereas NICE 
guidelines state that an assessment should start within 12 weeks of referral. During 
this time there is no specialist support for children. 

Can the Cabinet Member confirm that this is the case in Solihull? 
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The Cabinet Member advised that we have a strong autism diagnostic pathway in 
Solihull. Prior to the pandemic the waiting time for assessment was shorter than 
elsewhere in the neighbouring areas.   

  
When considering a specialist assessment for a possible diagnosis of autism, it is 
important clinicians have sufficient information to understand all aspects of a child’s 
functioning. They need to consider the context around a child – including the child’s 
needs, the strategies which have been put in place and the impact these have had. It 
is usual practice, nationwide, for this information gathering to take around two school 
terms (or 6 months). This part of the process is essential to enable the diagnostic 
pathway to make the right decision for the child.  

  
The pandemic had an impact on all NHS services nationwide. Changes were 
necessary to ensure that assessments could be safely delivered. In addition to this, 
staffing pressures caused the waiting list to increase to 91 weeks. Solihull is still faring 
much better than other parts of the West Midlands, and the country, with other wait 
times exceeding 3-4 years. To address this locally, vacancies are being recruited to 
and additional money has been provided by the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 
to use Helios as an external provider to assess a number of children on the waiting 
list.   
 
As a Council, we continue to work closely with the autism assessment service and 
colleagues in the CCG on this matter. All school staff receive training through our 
Autism Education Trust training hub so they can support children with, and without, a 
diagnosis and the specialist teacher autism offer has been recently revised so it can be 
accessed for those children who are waiting for a diagnosis.  
 
Cllr Allen followed up by asking whether schools, given their vital role in the process, 
had enough trained teachers with enough specialist teaching time hours. The Cabinet 
Member advised that without conducting an audit of schools it would be difficult to 
answer, but he would ask Officers to investigate and report back. 
 
Cllr Allen asked that given that a long wait for a diagnosis can be detrimental to a 
child’s health, did the Cabinet Member agree a timely approach was important? The 
Cabinet Member confirmed it was. 
 

Cllr McLoughlin to Cllr Mackiewicz Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Climate Change, 
Planning and Housing 

How much embodied carbon is there in an average new dwelling and how many 
hectares of planted woodland is needed to sequester the approximate impact of 
15,000 new dwellings over 15 years? 

The Cabinet Member stated that fundamentally, we need to stop taking carbon from 
the ground and putting it into the air as CO2 and CH4.  Cement is made by taking 
calcium carbonate rock and heating it to make calcium oxide and gaseous carbon 
dioxide. In a house this carbon can be offset by wood in the structure. Operational 
carbon is required to heat the home and our plan is to make the homes net zero. In the 
case of building materials, the extraction of raw materials, manufacture, transportation, 
and assembly all require energy.  If the energy is made using fossil fuels, then this is 
embodied carbon - i.e. carbon that is put into the air somewhere else on the planet not 
necessarily in Solihull. 
 
I acknowledge the importance of embodied carbon and the need to address this issue 
to support decarbonisation. As you will be aware, we have already included several 
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actions that relate to embodied carbon within the Net Zero Action Plan, including 
actions to decarbonise supply chains and increase rates of carbon sequestration. 
 
The scope of planning means that we can propose standards that are higher than the 
Building Regulations for the operational efficiency of buildings, but these need to be 
found sound by the Planning Inspectorate at Local Plan Examination stage, and this is 
exactly what we are currently proposing through the Draft Local Plan.  
 
Turning to the numbers, using standard data there is around 50 tonnes of CO2 
embodied in an average dwelling house. Applying this to 15,000 homes amounts to 
750,000 tonnes of CO2, which is equivalent to planting 1,500 hectares of woodland or 
around 4 times the size of the airport.  
 
However, these figures are not a true representation as they are reliant on 
assumptions based on the CO2 emissions from extraction and processing of materials 
as well as transport and supply chains.  In 2050 when the world is net zero there will 
be no embodied carbon in construction. 
 
As time goes on the industry will adapt to use low embodied carbon technology. We 
need to move to a circular economy of aggregates. Regardless of what the actual 
figure might be, our policies to include tree planting and other green infrastructure in 
new developments, and our programme to plant 250,000 trees, will of course help. 

So, whist I acknowledge the need to reduce embodied emissions to help support net 
zero, we must focus on what is in the Council’s gift to deliver and truly concentrate on 
our role as a key to influencing and enhancing everyone’s journey towards net zero in 
order to tackle embodied Carbon. 

Cllr McLoughlin asked the Cabinet Member what the Council was able to do to 
mitigate against the impact of embodied carbon within the homes detailed in the draft 
Local Plan. The Cabinet Member in responding referenced to the Council’s Net Zero 
Action Plan and provided examples from the Council’s draft Local Plan on reducing 
carbon emissions. 

Cllr McLoughlin questioned what powers the Council could use as a local authority, to 
ensure the amount of carbon in homes was minimised, and developers were on board 
with this. The Cabinet Member confirmed that the Council could do what was permitted 
in law and in-line with national planning policy. 

 

K Thomas to Cllr Courts Leader of the Council 
 

Previously, when I challenged the lack of a police station in Solihull Town Centre 
Master Plan, you indicated that you had a meeting with planned with the Police and 
Crime Commissioner to discuss this very issue. If the Labour PCC makes a 
reasonable request for a police station in Solihull Town Centre, will you grant it and 
allocate space in the town centre master plan? 

The Leader advised that the Master Plan was produced in 2016 and has been 
refreshed. The Master Plan was a land use document which set out the general 
principals about the type of use envisaged and a police station could be included 
within the scope of the document. However, the PCC has to commit as to whether a 
police station is retained in Solihull or not. 

The new PCC launched a consultation on police services, and I responded to this and 
invited him to a meeting which took place on 7 December. I explained that we feel 
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strongly that there should be no further reduction in the police service in Solihull. The 
police response in Solihull has diminished over recent years with more resources 
moving centrally to be deployed across the whole of the West Midlands and, whilst I 
appreciate crime levels are higher elsewhere, Solihull still needs sufficient resources to 
meet our local demands. 
  
I stressed that we expect to retain a dedicated police station in Solihull Town Centre. 
We are keen to work with the PCC to consider future options for premises not only in 
Solihull Town Centre but Chelmsley Wood too. We also discussed future investment 
for reducing violence and domestic abuse, safeguarding and support for the CSP.  

It was agreed to hold further talks about the potential location of a relocated police 
station in Solihull. However, the size of the building and content of operational 
resources that go into the building still needed to be settled. 

Cllr K Thomas asked whether we would know in January 2022 of the location of the 
new police station in Solihull. The Leader advised it would take longer than that as the 
PCC needed to confirm what will go into it as this would determine location.  

Cllr Thomas questioned whether at the meeting the opportunity had been taken to 
discuss the 101 service, specifically the long responses times being experienced. The 
Leader advised that this question was not related to the question tabled. 

 

K Thomas to Cllr Dicicco Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Adult Social Care and Health 
 

Given the ongoing issues with the SHP phone system, could you please confirm 
whether SHP has been identified as one of the bottom 20% of practices by the CCG 
and how is the CCG going to use the recently announced winter access fund to deploy 
and resource a telephony system that enables patients with urgent care needs to get 
seen when they need to? 

The Cabinet Member confirmed that Solihull Health Care Partnership has not been 
identified as one of the bottom 20% of practices identified by the CCG. 

The CCG is currently awaiting approval from NHS England, regarding the allocation of 
the Winter Access Fund. However, the intention is that the bulk of the funding be 
passed directly to the locality or PCN level for them to decide on how to provide local 
solutions to increase capacity both face to face and virtually. 

It is expected that the Solihull locality would submit a plan for this funding as a 
collective to maximise efficiency and economy of scale, so as well as increasing 
capacity SHP would benefit from the additional resilience from their neighbouring 
colleagues. 

With direct reference to telephony the CCG has no plans to utilise any of the funding to 
introduce a new telephony system. However, any issues with the implementation of 
the current (and relatively new) system in our practices/PCNs requiring enhanced 
support will be picked up by the CCG Peer Support Team. 
 

Cllr Groom to Cllr Hawkins Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure 

How many contacts have we received regarding trees and tree maintenance in the last 
twelve months, and how many of these lead to an action beyond a general inspection? 

The Cabinet Member responded that between November 2020 to November 2021, 
1600 service requests had been received, and 2,729 works had been undertaken. 
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Cllr Groom asked if this list included complaints made to Solihull Community Housing. 
The Cabinet Member advised that he would provide a written response to this 
question. Cllr Groom inquired as to whether the performance of tree maintance could 
be added to the Scrutiny Work Plan. The Cabinet Member informed Council that this 
issue would be discussed with the Council’s new partner as part of the Strategic 
Environment Contract. 
 
K Thomas to Cllr Rolf Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Stronger and Safer Communities 
 
At full Council on 2nd February 2020, Councillor Adeyemo asked what was being done 
to tackle anti-social behaviour by 4x4 drivers using Campden Green and other grassy 
areas across Lyndon and Elmdon as their personal off-road tracks. This year again, I 
am getting complaints about 4x4 drivers using Campden Green as their personal 
playground and film set. This is causing particular concern after a near miss involving 
children playing on the green. In the summer months, the rutting caused leaves a 
lethal legacy of trip hazards and I have received a complaint of a resulting fall (no 
injury sustained). 

 
Yet again, I ask will the Cabinet Member tell me what is being done to prevent similar 
incidents from happening on a regular basis and to protect residents and green spaces 
across Lyndon and Elmdon from irresponsible 4x4 drivers. 
 
The Cabinet Member advised that the police have confirmed that they received two 
reports of 4x4s in this area - one the 28th November 2021 and again on the 30th 
November 2021. CCTV footage has been obtained and the police are currently trying 
to trace the owner. No other issues have been reported to the police or SCH, other 
than the original issues highlighted in February last year. 
 
The Cabinet Member urged Cllr K Thomas to encourage the residents to make reports 
when these events are occurring, because it is a police matter and we need them to 
know when these incidents are happening. We cannot fence off all areas of green 
space to prevent this activity from happening, these drivers are clearly breaking the 
law and any incidents should be reported to the police. 
 
With regard to the work recently carried out by the Task and Finish Group on Parking 
Displacement, which included Campden Green, the Cabinet Member advised that she 
had asked Officers to explore whether this specific area could be dovetailed in with off 
road issues as well as parking displacement. 
 
Cllr Thomas advised that residents were unconvinced that the police would take action 
from previous experience and asked what advice the Cabinet Member could offer. The 
Cabinet Member appreciated the frustration caused and would raise this issue again 
with the police, as it was a police matter and not a Council one. 
 

Cllr Dr Sexton to Cllr M McCarthy Chairman of Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny 
Board 

The annual scrutiny report for the Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Board states 
that "the Board has worked to monitor Primary Care within the Borough, to ensure that 
residents are not excluded by the increase in digital technology for the delivery of 
care".  

 
Can the Chair please identify which meetings of the Health and Adult Social Care 
Scrutiny Board this was discussed at, any recommendations that the board has made 
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on this topic, and any future meetings in which we are scheduled to follow up on these 
recommendations?  

 
The Chairman advised that the Annual Scrutiny Report reviews the work of Scrutiny 
Board’s from the previous municipal year, in this case 2020-2021. During this period 
the Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Board considered the work of Primary Care 
on 15th June 2020, focussing on the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. During the 
discussion, Members flagged concerns about digital exclusion as a result of changes 
to Primary Care. A number of recommendations were made which related to accessing 
further information about points raised during the discussion. The documents and 
responses to these requests were shared with Members of the Board following the 
meeting. In the current municipal year, the Joint Health Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee examined Primary Care on 29th September 2021, where there were a 
number of comments in relation to digital exclusion. Alongside this, the current work 
programme has scheduled an item on “digital and technology use in healthcare”, which 
will be presented by Birmingham and Solihull CCG to highlight how they hope to use 
digital and technological solutions to improve patient care. 
 
Cllr Dr Sexton asked that issue be considered by the Health and Adult Social Care 
Scrutiny Board. The Chairman advised that the Board worked to a work plan which 
had been agreed by Members of the Board, and future work plans could look at this. 
 
With regard to the Scrutiny report being inaccurate, the Chairman advised that he 
would consider this point. 
 
 
Cllr Dr Sexton to Cllr Holt Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Children, Education and Skills 
 
In 2021, how many fines have been issued to parents for non-attendance of their 
children at school? In how many of these cases was the school made aware that the 
family were concerned about the impact of COVID on a clinically vulnerable child or 
family member? Can the Cabinet Member assure us that any such fines have been 
issued in line with the most up to date Department for Education guidance?  
 
The Cabinet Member advised that in the 2020/21 academic year there were 207 
penalty notices issued and 161 to date in the current academic year.  The 
overwhelming majority of these were issued following children being taken on holiday 
during term time (168 and 135 respectively). 

 
As far as we are aware, none of these cases relate to children failing to attend school 
due to concerns about the impact of Covid on a clinically vulnerable child or family 
member.  
                  
Yes.  All matters relating to school attendance both at school and Local Authority level 
is subject to DfE Guidance, which has been revised a number of times as a 
consequence of the pandemic. Any changes are kept under review and processes 
immediately adapted as necessary. Issuing a penalty notice for school nonattendance 
is a serious matter, and we have very robust processes in place to ensure legal 
compliance. 

Cllr Dr Sexton asked whether the Cabinet Member was aware of a case being brought 
against the Council regarding non-attendance action taken. The Cabinet Member 
advised that he was not aware of the case but would provide a written response. The 
Cabinet Member did state that it was important that children are in school, where they 
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can be seen, protected and educated. Cllr Dr Sexton offered to discuss the case 
further with the Cabinet Member outside of the meeting. 

 

10. NOTICE OF MOTION  
 
There was no notice of motion. 
 

11. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES  
 
The Vice-Chairman of Audit Committee introduced the following recommendation: 
 
Audit Committee 8 November 2021 
Minute 9 The National Scheme for Auditor Appointments 
  

RESOLVED 
Full Council approved that the Council joins the national scheme for auditor 
appointments, with effect from April 2023. 

 
The Chairman of Licensing Committee introduced the following recommendation: 
  
Licensing Committee 22 November 2021 
Minute 4 Gambling Act 2005 – Review of Statement of Principles 
  

RESOLVED 
The Statement of Principles was adopted. 

 

12. REPORTS FROM CABINET  
 
Councillor Courts – Leader of the Council 
 
The Leader advised Council of the decisions taken at Cabinet on 14 October and 11 
November 2021 and provided Members with an update on the economic strategy 
responsibilities of his portfolio. 
 
Councillor K Grinsell – Deputy Leader of the Council and Lead Member for Partnership 
and Wellbeing 
 
The Deputy Leader referenced some of the partnership working which had taken place 
and referenced meetings of the Solihull Health and Wellbeing Board which had met on 
18 September and 16 November 2021. 
 
Cllr K Thomas questioned what was being done to improve cross boarder working in 
relation to children services? The Cabinet Member advised that if Members had any 
specific issues, they should raise them with her. 
 
Councillor Sleigh OBE – Cabinet Member for Resources 
 
The Cabinet Member advised Council that no decision sessions had been held since 
the last Council meeting. However, the Cabinet Member highlighted that additional 
Restrictions Grant Funding had been received (£1.5m) and had already been 
distributed. The Cabinet Member was also pleased to announce the opening of new 
venue for Solihull Boxing Club, which the Council had supported. 
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Councillor Rolf – Cabinet Member for Stronger and Safer Communities 
 
The Cabinet Member advised Council of decisions taken at her decision sessions held 
on 19 October and 24 November 2021. 
 
Councillor Mackiewicz – Cabinet Member for Climate Change, Planning and Housing 
 
The Cabinet Member advised Council of decisions taken at his decision session held 
on 1 November 2021. The Cabinet Member highlighted the work relating to Green 
Homes Local Authority Delivery Scheme and the Schools Engagement – Climate 
Conference. 
 
Councillor Holt – Cabinet Member for Children, Education and Skills 
 
The Cabinet Member advised Council of decisions taken at his decision session held 
on 23 November 2021. Cllr K Thomas asked what the Council was doing in relation to 
challenging the government over the inadequate funding of the High Needs block in 
the DSG, which appeared to be a national problem. The Cabinet Member advised that 
the Council continued to have a dialogue with government on this matter. 
 
Councillor Hawkins – Cabinet Member for Environment and Infrastructure 
 
The Cabinet Member advised Council of decisions taken at his decision sessions held 
on 6 October and 18 November 2021. The Cabinet Member took the opportunity to 
confirm that there would be no changes to the household waste and recycling 
schedule over the Christmas and New Year period. 
 
Councillor Dicicco – Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care and Health 
 
The Cabinet Member advised Council of decisions taken at his decision sessions held 
on 25 October, 4 November and 30 November 2021. 
 
Councillor K Grinsell – Cabinet Member for Leisure, Tourism and Sport 
 
The Cabinet Member advised Council of decisions taken at her decision session held 
on 2 December 2021. The Cabinet Member highlighted from the report the successful 
funding bid from the Commonwealth Games Legacy funding, the relaunching of 
Solihull on the Move and the Sustain Shirley Fashion Show. 
 
The Cabinet Member confirmed that further provision of outdoor gym equipment in 
parks and open spaces could be looked at, and Legacy funding would be promoted so 
non-traditional sports and activities could apply for funding. 
 

13. SCRUTINY ANNUAL REPORT  
 
The Chairman of the Resources and Delivering Value Scrutiny Board presented the 
Annual Scrutiny Report for information. 
 

14. MINUTES OF SCRUTINY BOARDS  
 
The minutes of the following Scrutiny Board were presented for information: 
 

 Resources and Delivering Value (7 October 2021 and 2 November 2021) 

 Children’s Services, Education and Skills (3 November 2021)  
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 Stronger Communities and Neighbourhood Services (4 November 2021) 

 Economic Development and Managed Growth (8 November 2021) 

 Health and Adult Social Care (9 November 2021) 
 

15. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES  
 
The minutes of the following Committees are presented for information: 
 

 HS2 Implementation Advisory Group (20 October 2021) 

 Licensing Committee (22 November 2021)  

 Audit Committee (8 November 2021) 

 Governance Committee (16 November 2021)  
 

16. JOINT ARRANGEMENTS AND EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS  
 
Minutes of the West Midlands Combined Authority Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
(6 September and 14 October 2021) 
 
Councillor Dicicco presented the Minutes of the WMCA Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee Minutes for information. 
 
Councillor Caudwell asked whether changes to bus routes through Castle Bromwich 
without consultation was bought up at the latest meeting. Councillor Dicicco explained 
that the Mayor of the West Midlands had raised important points about current bus 
services, as they were important to improve connectivity for jobs. 
 
Councillor R Grinsell highlighted that this point had been raised at the Transport 
Delivery Committee and a response had been provided by Transport for West 
Midlands. 
 
Councillor Caudwell asked that at a future WMCA Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
meetings whether Councillor Dicicco could raise the issue of collaborative powers of 
the Mayor, such as shared access to household waste centres for neighbouring Local 
Authorities. Councillor Dicicco confirmed that they would do this if the opportunity 
arose. 
 
West Midlands Fire and Rescue Authority Report 
 
Councillor Hogarth MBE presented the West Midlands Fire and Rescue Authority 
report for information. 
 

17. QUESTIONS BY LEADERS OF POLITICAL GROUPS UNDER SO5 (2) (T)  
 
Councillor Laura McCarthy asked what measures had been included in the strategy to 
tackle violence against women which focussed on the improvement of male 
behaviours and attitudes. 
 
Councillor Rolf (CPH Stronger and Safer Communities) agreed to provide a written 
response to Councillor McCarthy. 
 

18. CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT  
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The Chief Executive presented the report on the Appointment of Independent Member 
of Audit Committee. 
 

RESOLVED 
Council approved the re-appointment of Mr Tony Beirne as an Independent 
Member of the Audit Committee. 

 

19. CHIEF EXECUTIVE URGENT MATTERS  
 
There were no urgent matters. 
 

20. QUESTIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER 8  
 
No questions remained. 
 

21. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS  
 
That, pursuance of Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and 
public be now excluded from the meeting for the remainder of the business to be 
transacted, on the grounds that there would be disclosure to them of exempt 
information in terms of paragraph 3 of Part 9 of Schedule 12A to the said Act. 
 

22. CATERING MANAGEMENT OF CHANGE 
 

23. PRIVATE MINUTES 
 

 
 

The meeting ended at 8.06 pm 


